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Good Shepherd - Griffin Toth (7)
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A JOURNEY TO FIRST
RECONCILIATION AND FIRST
COMMUNION

At St. Basil’s, the preparation for these
Sacraments takes place within the context of the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Beginning in the
month of October, children gather weekly in the
Atrium from 11:30am-12:30pm. At 12:30pm the
children, accompanied by their catechists, join the
larger Church community for the Eucharistic
portion of the Sunday liturgy.

Unlike other Sacramental programs that end
at First Communion, the children continue in the
Atrium until Pentecost, allowing them time to
deepen this new aspect of their relationship with
Jesus, Bread of Life.

CGS CATECHISTS

On this Good Shepherd Sunday, we
acknowledge the talents and outstanding
contributions of our catechists, who help our parish
realize our collective responsibility in the
evangelization of our children: Mariann Dunsmore
(CGS Coordinator), Darina Dekirmendjian,
Elizabeth Chesley-Jewell, and Nancy Nobrega.

Also, a heartfelt “merci” to the Conseil
Scolaire Catholique MonAvenir, for collaborating
with our parish in bringing the experience of the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd to 24 JK/SK
classrooms in their board, inspiring over 200
children in a living encounter with the risen Jesus!
We recognize with gratitude the commitment of
Suzanne Amato, France Bernier, Lulla Brochu,
Lyne Proulx and Nancy Schottroff.

CONGRATULATIONS!

The community of St. Basil’s extends our
heartfelt congratulations to the children of our
parish who encountered Jesus the Good Shepherd
in the Eucharist for the first time:

Soraya Colas, Adrian Vieta Diaz, Juliana Lerch,
Heather O'Dor, Simon O’Dor, Eliot Park,
Anna-Sopia Porup,

Mia Vogel-Alexiou, Nico Vogel-Alexiou

We also recognize the commitment of their
parents who journeyed with them this year and who
dedicate themselves to the building of the domestic
church, shaped by the love of the Good Shepherd.

BECOME A CGS CATECHIST

CGS Catechists participate in a 90-hour
certificate program offered jointly by the
Archdiocese of Toronto and Continuing Education
at the University of St. Michael’s College.

For more information or or if you are
interested in joining our team of catechists, please
contact Mariann Dunsmore, CGS Coordinator

cgsmariann@gmail.com

DID YOU KNOW?

The icon of the shepherd with a lamb on his
shoulders or of a shepherd standing amid his flock
was common in Roman pagan art as a symbol of
philanthropy. “[This was] the common classical
image was of the Roman god Mercury carrying a ram
in his role as the protector of flocks.” (].R. Porter, Jesus
Christ: The Jesus of History, The Christ of Faith).
Christian iconography appropriated the pagan
image of the Good Shepherd and reinterpreted its
meaning so that it became a metaphor for Christ.

Placed in conversation with today’s gospel in
which Jesus speaks of himself as the Good Shepherd,
the image of the Good Shepherd was used to teach
the faithful that those who followed Jesus were
known, loved and looked after as would a good and
watchful shepherd.

“I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for his sheep...
[ am the good shepherd. I know my own
and my own know me...and I lay down my
life for the sheep”

-John 10.11-12, 14-15
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JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD
by Marilena Berardinelli

Following the events of the death, resurrection
and ascension of Jesus the first Christian communities
sought to keep the memory of Jesus alive. Initially, they
did so through oral narratives, then by committing the
stories in writing in the forms of letters and gospels.
These writings would eventually form the canon of the
New Testament and as sacred scripture would inform
and shape how subsequent generations of Christians
would answer the question posed by Jesus, “Who do
you say that | am?” (Matt 16:15).

In addition, to these oral and written accounts,
Christians began to express their understandings of
Jesus’s nature and mission in art. Similar to today’s
popular acceptance of the cross as a symbol of the
Christian faith, one of the earliest and most common
motifs for Jesus was the portrait of Christ the Good
Shepherd; the icon of a shepherd with a lamb on his

shoulders standing amid his flock.

This image of the Good Shepherd, as a
metaphor for Jesus, has nourished the spirituality and
apostolate of the church throughout the ages. In the
mid twentieth century, Hebrew scholar Sofia Cavaletti

and her Montessori trained collaborator Gianna Gobbi

founded the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS),
a unique catechetical approach that has as its primary
goal to nurture the religious potential of the child.
Centred on the person of Jesus, Caveletti's research
showed that the aspect of Christ that most speaks to
young child is Jesus the Good Shepherd, who calls his
sheep by name to a personal relationship with him and
who lays down his life for his sheep, nurturing and

protecting them.

In 2016, St. Basil’s began the journey to bring
CGS to the youngest of our parishioners. At the heart
of our Atrium, the children work with a simple wooden
sheepfold, ten sheep and the Good Shepherd lovingly
carrying the last of his sheep on his shoulders. This
material, like the early icon of the Good Shepherd, is a
starting point for the child’s journey into entering the

mystery of the merciful and bountiful love of God.

Today's liturgical celebration of the Good
Shepherd invites us to share the awe and wonder of the
young child who meets Jesus the Good Shepherd for
the first time and who then meets Him most fully in the
Eucharist. In the busyness of our lives, in the noisiness
of our world, may we listen to and discern the voice of
the Good Shepherd calling each of us by name and may
we respond to His invitation to faithfully and joyfully

follow Him always.
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Last Suppr — Adrian Vieta Daiz (10)




THE CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Nativity - Mia Vogel-Alexiou (11)

Just another children’s program?

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd began in
1954 in Rome by Hebrew and Scripture scholar Sofia
Cavaletti and her Montessori trained collaborator
Gianna Gobbi. Guided by Montessori principles, this
unique catechetical approach has as its mission to
nurture the religious potential of the child, articulated
in an essential curriculum that places the child's

encounter with God at its centre.

A classroom for children?

The Atrium is a purposefully designed space
that supports the relationship between God and the
child, in a manner that meets the child’s developmental,
intellectual and spiritual needs. It is not a classroom for
instruction, but a place for community and worship in
which the catechist and child listen, wonder and

together ask, “God, who are you? How do you love us?”

In early church architecture, an atrium was a
gathering place between the liturgical space of the

church and the street. It was a space where the faithful

4

recollected themselves before entering into worship
and where catechumens received instruction in the faith
as part of their initiation into the Christian community.
The Atrium in our parish serves a similar purpose. As
such, it is neither a drop off program or daycare, nor a
child’s church separate from the adult church. Rather the
Atrium is an aid to the fuller participation of children in
the liturgical and communal life of the one church that

includes baptized Christians of all ages.

The child’s “work”?

After discovering a room devoted entirely to the
religious formation of children, adults next remark on
the catechetical material found in the room. Often and
inaccurately referred to as “props”, these carefully and
specifically designed materials are for “the work” of the
child and are used by the child to foster meditation and
prayer. “The catechetical material is a way of letting the
child prolong the meditation begun with the adult.”
(Sofia Cavalletti, the Religious Potential of the Child)

How does sorting beads, lacing cards or a pasting
activity help my child to pray?

In keeping with the Montessori method, the
materials in the “Practical Life” section of the Atrium
help the child gain control of their movements and
develop their concentration, thus cultivating an
independence where they can later be shown “a work”
and execute it on their own. This discipline to slow
down, is the building block to the child’s quiet
contemplation and “enjoyment of God.” “Help me to

come closer to God by myself”.

THE CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD
SHEPHERD WELCOMES CHILDREN
AGED 3+
To learn more about the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd, to schedule a visit of the Atrium or to
enroll your child for the 2019/20 season (October
2019- June 2020) please contact Mariann

Dunsmore: cgsmariann@gmail.com
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May today'’s celebration be filled with the love
and appreciation for mothers in our
community, and beyond, that love, nurture,
and care for us.
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LAST SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY:

Sunday, May 5,2019 $5,965.00

SERRA CLUB

The Serra Club of Downtown Toronto invites
all parishioners to a luncheon talk on Wednesday,
May 15, 2019 following the 12:10 PM Mass. The
guest speaker will be Father John O'Brien who is the
Vocations Director for the Jesuits of Canada.

Originally from British Columbia, Fr. O'Brien
lived in the Ottawa Valley, Ontario, as a young man.
He attended the Franciscan University of
Steubenville and the University of Ottawa studying
communications. In 2006 he left Canada to discern
his vocation at a program for young Catholic men in
Rome and was ordained a priestin 2017. Fr. O'Brien
will share with us his discernment process and his
vocation story.

The lunch and talk will take place immediately after
the 12:10 Mass, in Macrina Hall. Please RSVP to the
Parish office at (416) 962-7110 for catering
purposes.
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9:00am Feliciano Macalino
10:30am Pro Populo
12:00pm Lina Ciavarella (+)
4:30pm Mitzi Lagdameo (liv.)

MONDAY

7:30am
12:10pm Demaree Jazz Ramos (+)

TUESDAY
7:30am Sasha Peregoudova (+)

12:10pm Greta Matcalfe (+)

WEDNESDAY

7:30am
12:10pm Vocations

[HURSDAY

7:30am
12:10pm Stefan and Anna Papez (+,+),
Caterina Ciavarella (+)

FRIDAY

SHARELIFE

Living the Gospel by helping those with addictions

It had been two years since Adam spoke in
full sentences. When he moved into Covenant
House’s housing program, he would only say a word
or two. Over time, a youth worker succeeded at
connecting with Adam and he gradually opened up.
Adam finished high school and joined a mentorship
program, setting his sights on a career in computer
science. With his new voice and positive
relationships, his future is open to so many
possibilities.

June 2 is the next ShareLife Sunday.
Thank you for your generosity.

7:30am
12:10pm Francis, Monica, and Mary Gannon
(+++)
SATURDAY

5:00pm John Angus (+)

PRAY FOR THE SICK, especially, Lucy Rietveld Bowers,
Mary O’Brien, Clare DeMello, Erika Farncomb, Roberto
Martello, Filomena Larocca, Joseph Troncone, Rebecca
Beaton, Gemma Ciavarella, Gordon Walsh, Michael West,
Rita Moran, Paul O’Brien, Barbara Boyle, Maria Teresa
Blackwell, Margaret Mary McKenzie, Jose Gaitero, Shane
Carroll, Romulus DeMello, Neil McCormack, Alexander
Wu, Desmond Brownlee, Emilia Perejmybida, Helen
Tilston, Marywynne Parke, and Jasper David-Fuchs.
PRAY FOR THE DECEASED, especially, Jean Gracias,
and Major Ralph Godfrey
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Maximilian
Retreat House

Catholic waterfront retreat
centre near Marmora, 2 hrs.
from Toronto. Sleeps up to 12.
Inexpensive. Special rates for
R Religious Orders
) 416-845-8994

2 maximilianretreat.com

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Modern dental care in a Friendly, Comfortable Environment

BAY ST DENTISTRY
Dr. Anna Skalska, Dr. Alison Strong
Dr. Laura Santoro, Dr. Josh Resnick

Dr. Sharan Golini, Periodontist

Evening & Saturday -
Appointments Available (7=

1033 Bay St., Ste. 315
(at St. Joseph St.)

416-960-2101

www.baystdentistry.com
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Chartwells

Eat-Learn-Live
University of

St Michael’s College
Perfect for Meetings, Banquets &
Receptions for any celebration.
Next to St. Basil's Church
www.dineoncampus.ca/stmikes
Call 416.926.7141

J L CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
FUNERAL SERVICES
-| |- ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home 905-889-7467
Mount Hope Cemetery 416-483-4944
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McTAMNEY’S
Buyers & Sellers of

New/Vintage Jewellery
SINCE 1860

139 Church Street
416-366-9646

mctamneys.com
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Serving the community
since 2010
In the Manulife building

416-923-8831

Dr. Benny Kwong

Dentist
Serving our neighbourhood
for over 30 years
1033 Bay St., Suite 211
416-928-3080

PHARMASAVE

SANOMED PHARMACY & MEDICAL CLINIC

Seniors Discount
Free Local Delivery

Footcare on Bay
Stanley Sweet, MSc., D.P.M.
) 905 Bay Street 416-962-0062

Easy Prescription Transfers
Specialty Compounding
Weight Loss Clinic

| Family Doctors

| Accepting New Patients
| On-Site Laboratory

| OHIP, UHIP and Students
| Uninsured Patients

1000 Bay Street 416-923-7770

www.sanomedpharmacy.com

INTEGRATIVE HEALTHCARE & REHAB CENTRE

598A Yonge St.

www.lifemedintegrative.com

—
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LirEMED CLINIC \LJ)
DORAN LAW

416-922-8688

Funeral Prearrangements available
(all for your FREE Personal Planning Guide

RM

ROSAR - MORRISON

FUNERAL HOME & CHAPEL
467 Sherbourne Street (at Wellesley)
416-924-1408
Chad VanDyk, Manager

chad.vandyk@dignitymemorial.com

I AM a St. Michael's Man.

Wills & Estates Law

Mary Doran: 416-915-5005
mdoran@doranlaw.ca

IAM

preparing for a life of
faith, character, and service.

#\ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL

7, | Under the direction of the Basilian Fathers
The Leader in Catholic Boys’ Education  stmichaelscollegeschool.com

PREGNANT?
NEED HELP?
Call Birthright
Helpline 1-800-550-4900
Toronto 416-469-1111
www.birthright.org

Neighbourhood

ﬁ Legal Services
- For your
4 “:} Personal & Business
'y Needs
www.brendanmoherlaw.ca

Unit 1-530 Bathurst St. Toronto, ON

Brendan J. Moher A
647.348.8334 bmoherlaw@gmail.com

Lawyer

FLOWERS ON BAY
EXPRESS IN COLORS,
WHISPER WITH FRAGRANCE
991 Bay St. 416-962-3388

www.flowersonbay.com
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Cosmetic, Implant
& General Dentistry

Dr. Kinga Kubieniec
Dentist
Gentle, compassionate, punctual
dental care for all ages
790 Bay St. #1004
416-922-1053

drkingadentistry.com

ADVERTISE!

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422
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